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and dealing with many peoples inhabiting the dif-
ferent regions of a vast continent, must acquire a
disposition to judge varying needs by a common
standard, to impose systems, amply justified in
some cases, upon others to which their application
is less desirable, in short, to over-centralise the
direction of the vast machine of administration.

In pursuance, no doubt, of these or of some
such considerations, Lord Morley appointed a Royal
Commission to inquire into the relations existing
for financial and administrative purposes between
the Supreme and Provincial Governments in India,
and between the latter and their subordinate autho-
rities, and to report whether, by means of decen-
tralisation or otherwise, those relations could be
simplified and improved.

There was indeed a consensus of opinion, which
Lord Minto shared and led, that decentralisation
was essential. The Government of India retain
the control at present of foreign affairs, defence,
general taxation, currency, debt, tariff, post and
telegraphs, railways, and accounts, while Provincial
Governments control internal affairs, police, civil
and criminal justice, prisons, assessment and col-
lection of revenue, education, medical and sanitary
arrangements,irrigation, buildings and roads, forests,
and rural and municipal boards, in respect of all
of which, however, the Government of India to a
considerable extent, and as the Commission thinks,